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Kids play with
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Dancers from Grupo Folklórico perform on the Associated Students Lawn at the
CASA New Student Welcome Resource Fair.

The Martin Luther King Jr. Library hosts Lego Fun
every Tuesday at 4 p.m. in the children’s section that
lets kids play with a large selection of LEGO pieces at
their own leisure.
San Jose State University gives this unique opportunity
to kids every week and it’s something not all colleges have
to offer. This event was first introduced at West Valley
College then the program expanded to SJSU.
Yannina Yang, librarian and organizer of the event, spoke
highly of the program.
“It started at our West Valley branch because they
have a large donation of Legos,” Yang said. “We wanted
to try something similar here (so) we purchased lots of
LEGOS.”
Yang said the event started out slow at MLK Library
see LEGOS on page 2

FULL ARTICLE on page 3

WITH OPEN ARMS

African-American Task
Force welcomes students
By David Bermudez
@Bermudez_Dave

The San Jose State University AfricanAmerican Student Success Task Force held
its first black community welcome event in
the Student Union Ballroom on Monday.
The event brought together churches and
organizations from the community of San
Jose and SJSU for one night to welcome
African-American students and others
who came as guests to a new school year.
It also allowed students to check out different organizations on campus, such as
the Black Alliance of Scientists and Engineers, the Ethiopian Student Association
and church ministries at school and in the
community.
“Having an event like this is great,” said
business management senior Elante Richmond. “I transferred here a year ago and
didn’t know that there were a lot of black
students that went here. In most of my
classes I’m the only African-American and

to see so many in one place at one time,
it makes me happy and want to get more
involved with the school.”
Jahmal Williams, master of ceremonies
for the event and chairman of student
leadership development for the AfricanAmerican Student Success Task Force,
explained that the goal of the task force is
to “really work with our black students to
help them succeed.”
“We want to create events, opportunities,
create programs and discover new strategies
and systems that will help black students
feel connected succeed academically and
involved in the community,” Williams said.
He said events such as the one held Monday help him as a staff member to feel connected with students as well as seeing students connect with one another.
“It also helps the students know that staff
and faculty care about them, which
see COMMUNITY on page 2

Two journalists shot in Virginia
By Kavin Mistry
@kavinm95

A man fatally shot two members of the
WDBJ7 news team early Thursday morning in Moneta, Virginia, according to numerous reports. The victims, who died on
the scene, were 24-year-old reporter Alison Parker and 27-year-old cameraman
Adam Ward.
During the live broadcast Parker was
interviewing Vicki Gardner, Executive
Director of the Smith Mountain Lake Regional Chamber of Commerce. Gardner
was injured in the shooting but had emergency surgery and is in stable condition
according to The Guardian.
The incident was partially caught on
camera, including a picture of the suspect
who was later named as Vester Lee Flanagan II, a former employee of WDBJ7 news.
“He quickly gathered a reputation as
someone who was difficult to work with,”
Jeff Marks WDBJ7 station manager said to
as reported in The Guardian. “Eventually
after many incidents of his anger coming
to the fore, we dismissed him. And he did
not take that well, we had to call the police

to escort him from the building.”
After he was fired, Flanagan threatened
people that were working there and said
there will be negative consequences, according to The Guardian.
Videos of the event were posted after the
shooting to the social media account of
Bryce Williams, which is the name that Flanagan used on air and to post the videos.
Multiple sources have reported that Flanagan made statements accusing Parker
of saying racist remarks and of Ward reporting Flanagan to human resources.
The police tracked down Flanagan after
he fled the scene on Interstate 66, where
officials said he refused to stop, but then
later crashed his car and the police took
him into custody.
Flanagan was then taken to a hospital
where he died from a self-inflicted gunshot wound.
According to the Golden Gate Express,
Flanagan graduated from San Francisco
State University with a degree in broadcast journalism in 1995.
Kavin Mistry is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.

A LONG WALK

Bicycle racks relocated to edges of campus
By Jovanni Arroyo Camboro
@jovanniarroyo10
The San Jose State bike racks were relocated last Summer in an attempt to reduce
bike theft and illegal parking throughout
campus, but Transportation Solutions
does not believe it will work.
There are nine new bike racks placed
around the university that can be found
on the exterior sides of campus.
“Due to our small campus footprint,
there is no building that is more than a five
minute walk from a bike rack,” said Stacy
Gleixner, Chief of staff at SJSU.
Facilities Development and Operations
provided SJSU with new bike racks last
summer with a grant Transportation Solutions received from Bay Area Air Quality
Management District.
Transportation Solutions Manager Eyedin Zonobi said the movement of the new
bike racks makes no sense in stopping illegal parking.
According to Zonobi, the FD&O recent-

ly fired former Associate Vice-President
Christopher Brown, which has caused
problems concerning communications
between the FD&O and Transportation
Solutions.
“Starting six months ago, FD&O decided
to clear out some racks from inner campus
to the perimeter of the campus and without any discussion with us or the students
or anyone else,” Zonobi said.
Although Transportation Solutions has
no jurisdiction over the grounds, they are
involved with assisting students who use
any form of transportation to and from
campus.
Along with illegal parking, bike theft has
become a ongoing problem for students
and the bike community who park their
bikes on campus.
Gleixner said the FD&O is encouraging
students to use the bike racks as a last resort. Bike enclosures located around campus are the best way to prevent bike theft.
see BIKE on page 2

Infographic courtesy of Facilities Development and Operations
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SJPD to receive pay increase
By Dakotah Zabroski

Photo by Kavin Mistry | Spartan Daily

LEGOS
from page 1
but they had a tough time getting people to come and volbecause it did not capture the public’s attention as well as
the program at West Valley did.
The program at SJSU initially started as a way for volunteers to interact with kids through LEGO toys, but they
had a tough time getting people to come and volunteer
for the event.
“It has evolved over time into this passive program
where we put it out and let the kids do their own thing,”
Yang said.
Lego Fun offers two different types of LEGO products:
Mega Bloks for smaller children and classic LEGO bricks
for older, more advanced kids.
“I have been here many times, but when I heard about
this LEGO event I came for it,” attendee Vi Nguyen said.
Nguyen brought her daughter to the event.
Word has spread throughout the community, making
more people aware of the program.
LEGO building is an expensive hobby, according to the
LEGO Store.
A hotel LEGO set that is as big as notebook costs $129.
The catch with the set is that you can only build what the
set is made for.
Lego fun offers an opportunity for kids to play with
LEGOs for free and build whatever they want.
Yang said Lego Fun will have more attendees once everyone is settled into the school year.
Organizers of Lego Fun are trying to spread awareness
so more people will come and enjoy the experience. As
of now, the only way people have been finding out about
the event is through the SJSU website or by walking in on
Tuesdays.
Yang said people who have attended the event said they
really enjoyed it and are happy to see it for kids.

The San Jose Police Department will
see a pay raise after a tentative agreement is reached with the city council.
The wage increase will include an 8
percent overall pay raise which will
put the officers on par with other departments as well as a 5 percent retention bonus which applies to both
current and returning officers.
“After taking two, 10 percent pay
hits, it was nice—it brings us back to
what we were making in 2009,” said
San Jose police officer Mike Brum.
The city council also looked at implementing an agreement between
unions that represent police officers
and firefighters to settle litigation reforms.
Mayor Sam Liccardo said the pay
raise is a long overdue investment
for San Jose officers.
“This wage agreement provides the
means—without breaking the budget—at a time of unique opportunity to reverse the diminishing size
of our force, and improve police response for our residents,” according
to the city’s press release.
Some officers believe the deal is
beneficial for many and is a step in
the right direction for the city of San
Jose and the department as it has lost
over 400 officers in six years and is
projected to lose 100 more.
“It’s good for the city,” Brum said.
“The city is training guys, but they
are leaving for other departments.
It’s good for the young guys.”
City Manager Norberto Duenas is

grateful for the work coming from
the parties that set forth the agreement and wants to reestablish the
department.
“With this agreement complete, we
now can work together to achieve
our mutual goals to rebuild our police force and secure our city’s financial sustainability,” Duenas said.
There are several important parts
of the agreement, including the median pay of comparable departments
of similar jurisdiction by 14 percent.
The deal will allocate half the pay as
non-pensionable and discuss other
measures that are supposed to save
tax payers $3.6 million.
The cost of the increase will come
from the council approved, policedepartment budget. In order to
make this possible the department
will eliminate, if needed, 28 of the
160 vacant positions that would take
years to fill, and thus it will not impact the general-fund balance.
There is also a one-time, 5 percent
retention bonus and return incentive. The city specifically set aside
$11.4 million last June for this purpose. This also applies to returning
officers as long as they return by
Dec. 31, 2016.
If an officer returns it will save tax
payers money due to the time and
money it would cost to train new officers. The bonus for returning officers will be around $5,000 versus the
$170,000 it would cost for training.
The deal also looks to improve
what the council calls “community
policing.”

Patrol officers in 18 of the most
prevalent crime neighborhoods will
remain there for a full year, rather
than switching every half year.
Longer shifts will force officers to
develop meaningful relationships
with the community as a whole,
which is needed for proper community policing, according to the city
council.
There will also be an effort to
expand diverse communication,
meaning there will be a boost in
bilingual pay for officers as well as
an incentive for officers to learn
frequently spoken languages in the
area, such as Spanish or Vietnamese.
As part of community policing
there will be “flexibility in overtime
deployment,” which will allow the
chief of police to better dispatch
overtime officers as needed for urgent situations in neighborhoods.
After vigorous negotiations all
sides were able to come to an agreement with the two unions that satisfied needs for taxpayers, officers,
firefighters and the city of San Jose.
President of the San Jose Firefighters Union Joel Phelan looks to build
off this agreement and is glad to see
that “collective bargaining is alive
and well.”
The agreement will begin as quickly as the quo warranto process will
allow and the department will begin
to retain and recruit more officers
immediately according to Liccardo.
Dakotah Zabroski is a Spartan
Daily staff writer.

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER

@SPARTANDAILY

Kavin Mistry is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.

San Jose State University

Welcome Spartans!

Join us August 26th & 27th for a

Welcome Week Celebration
Free College Survival Pack
 Free Food and Games
 Chance to Win a $250 Target Gift Card


Show us your SJSU
Student I.D. at our
City Centre Branch &
get a FREE T-SHIRT!*
*Redeemable only at the City Centre Branch while supplies last

Students, Faculty & Staff are all eligible to join!
Santa Clara County Federal Credit Union
City Centre Branch & ATM conveniently located across from the MLK Library

140 E. San Fernando St. at corner of 4th St. • San Jose, CA 95112
408.282.0700 • sccfcu.org
http://sccfcu.org/mobile • facebook.com/SCCFCU
…It’s About
Building Relationships
For Life

COMMUNITY
from page 1

we know is important to them especially
with black students being one of the smallest populations on this campus,” Williams
said.
President of the Black Student Union
Drew Warmsley also said the community
welcome was a huge success.
“I came to SJSU in 2011 and up until now
we have gone on without anything like
this,” Warmsley said. “I would’ve liked
to see something like this when I was a
freshman. That’s why we have the AfricanAmerican Task Force to help put together
events and programs that reach the black
students.”
Students were given raffle tickets and
rubber bands for a game in which they
were not allowed to say the word “major.”
Anyone who said the word would get their
rubber band taken away.
Tables were decorated in SJSU colors of
blue and gold with pompoms and students
enjoyed catered food that was provided to
them.
After settling down and eating, students
were welcomed by Williams and another
task force member, Felicia McKee.
Vice President of Student Affairs Reg-

gie Blaylock spoke and welcomed students
along with interim president Susan Martin and Walt Jacobs, who is the Dean of the
College of Social Sciences.
Executive director of the San Jose African-American Community Service Agency and SJSU alumnus Milan Balinton also
welcomed the students and delivered a
short speech.
Balinton gave a roll call to see which
fraternities and sororities, such as Kappa
Alpha Psi and Zeta Phi Beta, were in attendance and also spoke about how the
African-American Community Service
Agency was able to secure a $25,000 grant
from Intel to continue working with the
community and upgrade computers at
their facility.
The night concluded with one last giveaway for the attendee who collected the
most rubber bands from other students.
The Black Student Union homepage
features information of the events it has
planned for the year.
David Bermudez is a
contributing writer.

BIKE

from page 1

She said a bike is less likely to be stolen
from a bike enclosure.
Zonobi said they have received very few
reports of bicycles stolen from bike enclosures on campus.
“We would love the university to install
surveillance,” Zonobi said. “We have been
pushing for this for many years.”
Psychology junior Zach Martinez, a
psychology major, said it’s hard to locate
available slots on campus to park his bike
on a rack.
“If there was a known location to park
bikes, with a guarantee of a spot, there
would be a decrease in frantic searching
for spots elsewhere like benches, poles, and
handrails which typically have a higher
flow of people,” Martinez said.
According to Zonobi, he planned to put
bike racks on every building to ensure spots
for students and help reduce the amount of
illegally parked bikes on campus.

With the relocation of the bike racks,
Zonobi said it’s still hard to believe the
situation will improve. He said he expects
an increase in illegal parking with the new
racks.
Students are strongly encouraged to use
bike enclosures as a first choice to find
more availability and reduce illegal parking on campus.
Gleixner said using bike racks does not
stop illegal bike parking itself. Students
should be aware of the circumstances that
result from parking bikes illegally.
“University Police Department can, and
will, either remove the bike,” Gleixner
said. “Or (they) put a boot-like lock on it so
the owner must go to UPD and pay a fine
to retrieve it.”
Jovanni Arroyo-Camberos is a
Spartan Daily staff writer.
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Sophomore Bosy Rodriguez (left) and grad student Antonio SanchezHeredia (right) of Grupo Folklórico perform on the Associated Students
Lawn at the CASA New Student Welcome Resource Fair yesterday.

Photo by Justin Tonel | Spartan Daily
Ice cream sundaes were served to welcome new students at the CASA
Resource Fair yesterday afternoon on the Associated Students Lawn.

Students welcomed at CASA resource fair
By Justin Tonel

To celebrate the beginning of the Fall semester, the College of Applied Sciences and
Arts welcomed students and staff by treating them to ice cream in front of the Associated Students Lawn yesterday afternoon.
CASA, Associated Students and the Student Success Center hosted the New Resources Student Welcome Resource Fair.
The purpose was to bring together a variety of student organizations, advisers and
students interested in learning more about
the CASA international experience and
information regarding prospective majors.
“We see it as a great way to get to know
our new majors, transfers and undeclared.
We want students to get the advising they
need and graduate in a timely fashion,”
said Anthony Korsund, CASA Student
Success Center Academic Adviser. “As advisers, we help students identify their interests and passions that in turn can lead

to a satisfying career.”
The social invited students to create their
own sundaes, enjoy a performance by
Grupo Folklórico Luna y Sol de SJSU and
socialize among fellow Spartans.
The event offered advising services
through the Student Success Center and
an opportunity to speak with department
heads and meet newly appointed Dean
Mary Schutten.
The resource fair is one of many events
the CASA Student Success Center hopes to
hold annually and is organized in the interest of reaching out to students early on.
“The biggest aspect of events like this is
that it allows the students to interact with
us and advisers in an informal setting,”
Schutten said. “It is a great way to meet
students and start the year.”
In her experience at SJSU so far, Shutten said
this event is especially important for students
who are undeclared or need advising.

Nemesis Media announces
merge with ‘Barb Rocks’
By Keenan Fry
@Keenan_J_Fry

The Bay Area independent music scene
has a new merge between a media company and a well-known San Jose music
manager and local promoter.
Nemesis Media has taken on Barbara
“Barb Rocks” Wahli as Vice President of
Artists and Repertoire.
According to the official press release,
“After years of partnering on project after
project, and building an incredible mutual
respect for one another, Nemesis Media
knows this move couldn’t be better.”
The company began as a record label
founded in Austin, Texas and later opened
an office in San Jose, California. The exact
parameters of its work varies, but at the
company’s core, Nemesis Media produces,
promotes, manages and records underground artists.
Nemesis has hosted shows in Bay Area venues such as the Santa Clara Avalon. It hosted

the Bay Area Metal Festival there in 2010.
“Both Wahli and Nemesis Media couldn’t
be more thrilled! This is the largest independent merger in the San Francisco Bay
Area music scene in the last ten years,” the
press release stated.
Barb is known as the founder of the San
Jose chapter of Balanced Breakfast, a local
social networking group for musicians of
all genres.
Balanced Breakfast was founded in San
Francisco in 2013 and has other local
chapters in San Francisco, San Jose, Oakland and soon Santa Cruz. There are also
chapters in Austin, Nashville, and Boston
and Toronto.
Some events that “Barb Rock” has
worked on and partnered with are Santa
Cruz Music Festival, West Valley Music
Festival and Left Coast Live.
Wahli will still operate as “Barb Rocks”
but under the Nemesis moniker.
This year’s Santa Cruz Music Festival is
Saturday, Oct. 12 and tickets are $30.

“They’re deciding and in an active state.
Things are changing so quickly and the
job market is so diverse in terms of skill,”
Shutten said. “We want to help students
take it from undecided to decided. The
people at San Jose State have been very
warm and welcoming. I want to continue
being a leader for innovation and help
with students success.”
The resource fair also promoted going
abroad to prospective students hoping to
travel.
The study abroad programs, which are
faculty-led, consist of three to six unit
courses and are typically three weeks long
during summer. The proposed new destinations for Summer 2016 include Australia, England, Ireland, Hong Kong, Spain,
Taiwan, Vietnam and the Caribbean.
“We highly encourage our students to
study abroad, given they have time to prepare, plan and set an itinerary. A big mis-

conception of studying abroad is that it
is expensive or a program to party,” said
Claire Tsai, student adviser of the CASA
International Experience. “Studying
abroad can help create opportunities in
your career and can be a memorable experience that will broaden your views.”
The focus of the fair was to showcase the
resources available to students at SJSU and
introduce them to CASA and various support systems available.
“I think today went really well, especially
for undeclared students to see what the
college has to offer,” said CASA student assistant Liliana Gomez. “It was also really
good to see Grupo Folklórico Luna y Sol
de SJSU portray the cultural diversity here
at San Jose.”
Justin Tonel is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.
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Celebrating 125 years of Japanese culture

Japantown, San Jose's local hub of Japanese culture, will celebrate its 125th anniversary. A concert will be held on Sept.
12 with various performances showcasing
the Japanese culture. With a vibrant history dating back more than a century, the
district is an important part of California's
cultural landscape.

EARLY YEARS
According to the book, “Asian Californians” by Sucheng Chan, the massive influx of Japanese immigrants to the U.S.
began in the 1880s when, due to poor economic conditions, the Japanese government began allowing citizens to emigrate
to other countries. Thousands of farmers
were losing their livelihoods because of
modernization and increases in land taxes so emigration was the best option for
many poor Japanese citizens.
The U.S. and Hawaii, which were still
separate nations at the time, had recently
signed a treaty which allowed Hawaiian
sugar to enter America duty free. As a result, the amount of land used for sugar
plantations began to increase dramatically,
and the need for labor soon exceeded the
number of native Hawaiians and Chinese
laborers available.
The first boatload of Japanese workers
left for Hawaii in 1885, according to Chan's
book. Japanese immigrants soon became a
staple of California's workforce after the
Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, which almost completely prevented Chinese immigrants from entering the country.
This first generation of Japanese immigrants, the Issei, initially settled in mostly
Chinese areas because of the familiar atmosphere they provided. The area hemmed in
by East Taylor, North Seventh, East Jackson
and North Sixth streets used to be known
as Heinlenville, and had a high concentration of Chinese laborers, according to historians Timothy Lukes and Gary Okihiro.
After the U.S. and Japan signed the Gentlemans Agreement treaty in 1907, male work-

ers were forbidden to emigrate from Japan to
the U.S. This did not stop women from making the trip across the Pacific, however.
According to multiple historical texts, the
phenomenon of “Picture Brides” became
more common at this time. Picture Brides
were Japanese women who made their way
to America via arranged marriages brokered
through oversea exchanges of photographic
portraits. Due to the toll farm life took on
their physical appearances, many men had
their photos retouched to be more appealing.
Helen Mineta, renowned teacher of Japanese history and sister to Norman Mineta,
after whom the Mineta San Jose International Airport is named, interviewed numerous Issei and Nissei throughout the
course of her work and gave a thorough description of the practice.
“The picture brides and their husbands were

destruction. Many homes were destroyed
by the quake and its resulting fires in San
Francisco, forcing thousands of Japanese
immigrants to relocate to San Jose.
According to “San Jose Japantown: A history” by Curt Fukuda and Ralph M. Pearce,
the shared cultural identity of Japanese immigrants helped them form a cohesive community. Many came from the same prefectures, many were from the peasant class and
all of them spoke the same language.
As the community grew, immigrants
eventually purchased their own farms
or businesses, giving them an economic
foothold in San Jose. Many families lived
in the back of their restaurants or grocery
stores. Significant building projects, such as
the construction of the San Jose Buddhist
Church, which still stands in Japantown today, also drew more people to the area.

with efforts from various community
leaders, the neighborhood bounced back.
Many churches, both Buddhist and Christian, were vital pillars of the community
during this time.
A significant cultural shift for JapaneseAmericans occurred in the 1950s and 60s
with the baby boomer generations.
According to “San Jose Japantown: A
History,” the Nisei spoke mainly to their
children, the Sansei, in English. In doing so, this prevented them from learning
Japanese which created a language barrier
between generations for many families.
At the same time, many Japanese families
were moving into suburbs away from Japantown, which led to a diminished importance of the area for many people.
In 1966, however, businesspeople from
the area banded together to form the Jack-

Generational titles of Japanese immigrants
Issei

1st generation

Nisei

2nd generation

married at the port of entry by a minister of
the Protestant Mission or a Buddhist priest,”
Mineta said in her description. “A few picture
brides, who tried to match the retouched picture with the groom, were struck by the dissimilarity. A few turned heel and returned on
the next boat.”
Another large influx of Japanese to San
Jose came in 1906 after a magnitude-7.8
earthquake struck California, devastating much of the state. For weeks following
the disaster the San Jose Mercury Herald's
pages were fi lled with articles detailing the
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TROUBLED TIMES
The period between 1920 and 1940 is considered by many to be the golden age of San
Jose's Japantown. Unprecedented growth and
prosperity for the Nisei came to an end after
the attack on Pearl Harbor caused a shift in
national attitudes toward the Japanese.
One resident of Japantown at the time,
Kazuo Tanizawa, recalled being accused of
celebrating the attack when they were really celebrating the victory of a local girl's
basketball team, The Zebras.
Helen Mineta said in the years following
the attack, many Japanese were rounded
up by the FBI for various reasons which
included teaching Japanese language and
culture in America. The situation escalated until February 1942, when the California Joint Immigration Committee decided
it wanted all Japanese-Americans removed
from the Pacific coast.
Residents of Japantown were forced to
register for internment camps at the San
Jose State gymnasium. Non-Japanese residents of Japantown recalled the suddenness of the evacuation.
“You know, it happened overnight,” Lou
Bini, the brother of a business owner, said.
“It wasn't something we could think about
or talk about. They were just gone ...”
According to “San Jose Japantown: A
History,” San Jose's Japanese-Americans
were taken away to Heart Mountain Internment camp. During the internment
years, Japantown was almost completely
empty. Chinese and Filipino communities flourished during this time due to the
nonexistent competition from Japanese
business. Many people tried to buy the
buildings left vacant by the forced removal
of Japanese-Americans, but some people
such as James Benjamin Peckham put a
much of the land in his name so that it
could eventually be returned to the original, Japanese owners.
Moffett Ishikawa, a Japanese American
soldier, recalled visiting Japantown while
he was on leave.
“And when I got to Japantown, I was
shocked because I didn't see a single soul.
It was like walking into a ghost town,”
Ishikawa said. “There was nobody around.
I thought I might see an Italian, or a Filipino, or a Chinese. But I was the only one
walking on Jackson Street.”
By 1945, World War II ended and many
Japanese had been allowed back into the
Santa Clara Valley, including those who
had originally lived in other parts of California. The number of Japanese people
living in the area had risen from 3,775 to
6,250, according to an article from a 1947
issue of Collier's magazine.
Many people resumed ownership of their
businesses. Others, either newcomers from
other areas or returnees who decided to give
up farming, opened new ones. One such
business was Nichi Bei Bussan, a grocery
store still operating today in Japantown.
It was difficult to return the area to its
pre-internment levels of prosperity, but

Gosei

Infographic by Deanna Villarreal | Spartan Daily

By Jeremy Cummings
@jeremycummings3

5th generation

son-Taylor Business and Professional Association, which would later be renamed
the Japantown Business Association. This
association focused on the unique aspects
of the community in order to make it more
appealing to the public.

JAPANTOWN TODAY
Japantown has continued to thrive and
grow throughout the years. Multiple highprofi le events have taken place there, including major Sumo Contests and the carrying of the Olympic torch in 2002.
Yoshihiro Uchida, one of SJSU's most famous graduates, has played an important
role in Japantown's recent history. His visionary, fighting spirit made him important in many of lives.
After graduating as a Judo champion,
Uchida worked his way through the medical field until he owned 40 medical laboratories of his own. He applied his passion
to coaching judo as well as improving the
Japantown community and staying involved in San Jose politics. Uchida eventually used his connections and financial
resources to build the Miraido Village, a
housing and retail complex.
Over the years, Japantown has been host to
numerous groups and individuals who want
to preserve and promote Japanese culture.
The San Jose Taiko Group formed in the
1970s by Reverend Hiroshi Abiko. The
group started with open sessions where
people could play the Taiko drums, but has
grown into a serious performance group.
San Jose Taiko plays at various cultural
events in Japantown, such as the Obon festival, which happens every summer.
The San Jose Buddhist Church, Betsuin,
has been a place of worship for the Japantown community for decades. It, along
with a number of other churches formed
by Japanese-Americans over the years, always served as an important pillar of the
community, maintaining an enthusiasm
for Japanese culture on top of regular
church duties, according to “San Jose Japantown: a History.”
Japantown had to adapt to large cultural
shifts. Silicon Valley has experienced massive
growth and change the past two decades, and
Japantown has felt these changes as well.
Kurt Osaki, local business owner, said the
traffic to Japantown has greatly increased,
and it has been important for locals to
grow and change with the times in order to
thrive. Many families have also seen their
children focus more on professional careers
instead of continuing the family businesses.
Now the community is diverse and vibrant. As you walk through the neighborhood you can see Japanese, Chinese and
Hawaiian businesses among others. Modern clothing boutiques also populate the
main thoroughfare in Japantown. The mix
of old and new cultures in Japantown has
made it a very special place in San Jose and
it will remain as such for years.
Jeremy Cummings is the Spartan Daily
executive producer.
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Speaking to the voice
By Keenan Fry
@keenan_j_fry
The clock strikes 7:30 a.m. and
the alarm rings. I snap awake,
crack my neck and get changed.
I quickly eat breakfast, brush my
teeth, pour a cup of coffee, grab
my keys and I’m gone.
It’s Thursday, I hit the 101 North
to San Francisco. I swim through
Traffic.
Thankfully my dad lent me his
Subaru Impreza. The “White
Whale” would have only slowed
me down. I’m thankful a second
time when I’m parking in the
city, which would have been
impossible with my white minivan.
With quick maneuvering, I
squeak my dad’s subcompact into
a parking garage—there goes the
first $20 of an $80 day, my stipend only pays $1.77 an hour.
I navigate through interlaced
legs of sleeping homeless people
at 11 a.m. I do not want to disturb
them. I head toward the Bush and
Polk cross streets.
Music City Rehearsal has three
stories and a basement complex
of band-practice studios. I’m
hanging out in one of the back
studios waiting for Stefan Aronsen. He walks in at noon with two
women, Leanne Greenberg and
Kat Robichaud.
Aronsen cofounded Balanced
Breakfast with Andy Freeman
in 2013. Balanced Breakfast is a
music social network that began
in San Francisco though chapters
have opened in San Jose, Oakland and Los Angeles. Outside
of California there are chapters
in Boston, Nashville, Austin and
Toronto, Canada.
I was excited to interview Aronsen. Because of my legwork with
the San Jose chapter, I was hoping
an interview with him would give
my article new depth. Turns out

the musicians he brought along
told the best stories.
During the few minutes I spoke
with New Spell’s Greenberg, she
expressed a hopeful vibe. She had
just attended her third Balanced
Breakfast, but it was evident the
community was having a profound impact on her.
Robichaud, who was a contestant on “The Voice” in 2013, held
a commanding presence during
her interview.
After hosting so many interviews I have developed an instinct for understanding a person’s persona. All performers
have a persona they adopt when
onstage. It provides them a shield
that guards them from the scowling judgments people can brand
into your self-esteem.
A great artist builds their persona so their staged character
empowers their presence. Performers use their stage character
to wrestle with the audiences’
judgments.
But only a successful performer
will grab their audience by the
throat. In this position of dominance an aura emanates from the
performer, creating a contained
atmospheric bubble that suspends the disbelief of the audience. They are captivated in the
palm of the performer.
When I asked Robichaud for an
interview, she leered at me with
resentment.
I asked myself, “Who is this
woman?” I had never heard of her
before. It seemed as if she was a
small child being dragged by the
hair to the pediatrician for her
booster shots.
Her ultimate act of rebellion
was refusing to take her sunglasses off during the interview.
“I need you to takes those off.
The audience has to see your eyes.”
“Why?” she said.
“Because the eyes are the open-

ing to the human soul and if you
keeps those on your audience
will not be able to connect with
you.”
With a huff of pre-Madonna
indignance, her now burning
leer told me one thing “I know
what I want. Don’t fuck with me
or you are not getting anything.”
Recognizing this I sat down,
shut up, hit the little red button
and let the tape roll.
“Hi, I’m Kat Robichaud and I’m
an asshole (sarcastic laughter)
because I’m wearing sunglasses.
They say that your eyes are the
key to your soul but I don’t have
one...” Then in a casually coy
voice she continued, “Really,
the truth is I didn’t know I was
going to be interviewed today. I
rolled out of bed at 7:30 with no
makeup, and I speak for all the
ladies, I don’t like being on camera without makeup on.”
She plays the part with the
melodramatic gusto of driftwood. Robichaud came from
North Carolina and drifted
to Northern California all the
while worn and refined into the
person-persona she is now.
While what I’ve written so far
makes Robichaud seem contrived
to a fault, the truth is there is
always contrast to a person. To be
fair, I caught her on the back foot,
unprepared. Truth is, going up
I didn’t even know whom I was
going to interview besides Aronsen.
Robichaud’s contrast comes
from her integrity. During the
interview she was spitting venom
at me with a lot of attitude and it
was deserved. I called her on it.
During the interview she mentioned a show she was playing
that night at The Chapel on Valencia Street in San Francisco. I
went to see if she was justified.
Here was this shrewdly verbose
woman sitting at a piano belting
out showtunes while rambling

Keenan Fry | Spartan Daily
Kat Robichaud was joined by a dancer during her song
“Definition of Pretty.”
about a local David Bowie cover
band, the First Church of the Sacred Silversexual.
I had to see if she was feeding
me shit.
After she belted the first notes
from “Uh Oh” I knew she was
a gem. If given the choice, she
would call herself the knife, not
the sweet-as-sugar apple pie.
Make no mistake, Robichaud
is a pearl, who started as a grain
of sand. Years of labor covered
her in composite layers of calluses which formed from social
abuse. Yet those layers have been
polished by years of determined
performances under pressure,
like when she was on “The Voice.”

Yes, Robichaud’s music and
persona has an obnoxious rockstar bombast, yet the yearning in
her presence wields a raw power
and Iggy Pop is smiling.
Clearly, classical training has
paid off for her in spades. All the
while her persona bridges the gap
between talented and entertaining. Just watch her performance
of Alanis Morissette’s “You
Oughta Know” on “The Voice.”
But what I do not know is if she
can rise above the plateau she has
leveled off at.
Keenan Fry is a contributing
writer.

Classifieds
Riddle of the Day

Crossword Puzzle

Local Ads
EWS

What
hashas
three
What
wheels and ﬂies?

For Sale

New Factory sealed/warrantied
mattresses by appointment.
We’re lowest prices in USA :)

Answer will be given in next issue.

Twins begin @ $65
Fulls begin @ $80
Queens begin @ $115
Kings begin @ $165

Previous solutions

Call or text Ari
(408) 599-2908 to view selections at
warehouse.

Aug. 20

Apr. 25

ACROSS
1 Egyptian
snakes
5 Some
fly traps
9 Willy and
Shamu,
for two
14 Spelling
in some
TV credits
15 Part of
a foot
16 Cosmetic
application
17 Tempt
fate
20 Corporal,
e.g.
21 Mushroom caps
22 Barbaric
23 Newspaper
column
25 Calculating sort,
for
short?
28 Mind
reader’s
claim,
briefly
29 Gutter
sites
31 Honeydew, e.g.
33 Less feral
34 By a small
margin
35 Where
people do
a lot of
fighting
37 Stayed
away from
39 Go one
better
than

40 Encircles
with a belt
41 One
may be
frequent
42 Put a
strain on
45 Dinghy
blade
46 College
official
with a list
47 Cream of
the crop
49 Art class
item
52 Faultfinder
53 Where
people get
grilled in
London?
57 One in a
class by
himself?
58 Not once,
poetically
59 Flip-acoin test
answer
60 Wine
glass parts
61 Genesis
garden
62 Congeals

7
8
9
10
11
12
13
18
19
23
24
26
27
30
31

DOWN
1 Immediately
2 Deep
sleeps
3 Plan for
divorce?
4 Starting
from
5 Sound of
a slam
6 After
dark,
poetically

32
33

34

Place for
pillows
Aspen
attractions
Kind of
testimony
Flower
that’s also
a name
“Dilbert”
workplaces
“A long
time ___
...”
Questionnaire
datum
Medieval
weapons
Get __ of
(discard)
Brownand-serve
appliance
Vine-covered colonnade
Washington pro
Beginning of
time?
At the hub
of
Lathe
spindles
“Cogito,
___ sum”
Broadway’s
“Sweeney
___”
Mosquito’s attack

35 Hair
ornament
36 Put the
kibosh on

37 Freudian
concern
38 By means
of
41 Jaguar, e.g.
42 Sound
characteristic
43 Partook
at
a restaurant
44 Persian
king who
captured
Athens
46 Soft drink
Mountain
___
48 Hangs
in there
50 “Excuse
me!”
51 Keeps
company
with
52 Swiss
capital
53 Genderless
possessive
54 Hardshelled
seed
55 Lou’s
anchorman, in a
sitcom
56 Word
between
two
surnames

Employment
4 days/week position. Looking for adaptable and personable receptionist to join our
multi-specialty dental office.
Bilingual (Chinese or Korean)
preferred; no experience required. Ideally recent college
grad with interest in the dental/
med ﬁeld.
Please email resume/cover letter
to:
dentalofficejob1702@gmail.com

Place your Ads Online at
www.SpartanDaily.com/Advertising
You can also place classifieds through the
Spartan Daily Ad office
Call us at 408.924.3270 or
visit us in DBH 209
Office Hours: 1:30 - 4:15 P.M.
spartandailyads@sjsumedia.com
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The tasty familiar to the tastier unfamiliar

4

New restaurants to try

1

Chennai Kings Formerly:

Ayola

Mediterranean restaurant Ayola followed the footsteps of its
predeccessor University Cafe and closed down toward the end of last semester, making way for this
South Indian cuisine. It can be found just off campus at 457 E. San Carlos St.

2

Coco Cafe and Tea Formerly:

3
4

Bistro Noodle Formerly : Bobo

Drinks

Gotta Eatta Pita Formerly:

Amir

Pauly’s Famous Franks N Fries

Infographic by Vasuki Rao
Information compiled by Raphael Stroud

Opening just after the end of the Spring 2015 semester, CoCo replaces the hotdog stop Pauly’s
Franks as an open late cafe neighboring Boba Bar at 312 S. 3rd St.
If anyone is really torn up about Pauly’s, here is some worse news: it closed down at the Plant on
Curtner Avenue as well.

This new noodle house takes the place of the short-lived boba house Bobo Drinks and can be found
on 301 E. Santa Clara St.

Located at 86 N. Market St., Mediterranean restaurant Gotta Eatta Pita
replaces former Mediterranean restaurant Amir, which closed down after two years in Downtown
San Jose.

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM

@SPARTANDAILY

Gallery show takes over Art building
Galleries filled with student work displayed throughout the week
By Andrew Cypert
@audaciousgreen

Tuesday was the first day of San Jose
State’s “SJSU Galleries,” a series of art galleries put on by art students each week.
This collection of galleries has a focus
on spatial art. The whole building is being
used to showcase the work of talented stu-

dents when most classes are not being held.
On the first floor, three artists have very
different themes in their exhibits.
The first exhibit is in a large, empty
room. There is modern-looking furniture
set in the far corner. Upon a closer look,
the chair, table and footrest are made of
nothing but nails.
MFA of Spatial Arts student Lynn Dau
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It’s

FREE!

DASH connects SJSU to San Jose Diridon Station,
VTA Light Rail, plenty of affordable downtown
parking, shopping, dining and more.

Monday - Friday
6:30 a.m. - 9:15 p.m.
Every 5 -15 minutes
(Every 30 minutes after 7 p.m.)

(408) 321-2300 ÛÌ>°À}ÊUÊ TTY (408) 321-2330
sjdowntownparking.com

15/08-0274

likes working with “found objects,” things
She continued to say SJSU is, “One of the
that are recognizable and have associa- most unique gallery programs where we
tions already.
have a total of six galleries...(it is a) great
“I like making everyday objects and resource for students because a lot of art
changing the feeling and the mood of students in other schools don’t get a chance
them by using more surprising materials to put on a show or have the experience of
that you wouldn’t normally see them made showcasing in a gallery.”
out of,” Dau said.
But these galleries are not just a great
She said her piece resembles domestic experience for SJSU art students. They
conflict.
are great for anyDau is telling the
one who wants to
audience some of
come and experiher struggles in life
ence them.
through the medium
Env ironmenof nails. She wanted to
tal Studies senior
“create a family room
Carlos
Escobar
that was inviting on
said he related to
one level and disinviteach piece.
ing on another level.”
Referencing
There is another galOta’s exhibit, Eslery on the first floor
cobar said, “just
that contrasts Dau’s
sitting down and
work. Student of piclooking at the
torial arts Kurt Saart itself brought
Yukari Otaa
linas and student of
me back into that
Spatial Arts
rts Student
Stude
Spatial Arts Joey Agsame place of
copra worked togethwhere I was, and
er to create a colorful
the process I had
interpretation of modern fast food.
to go through.”
It started out as friendly competition, but
Escobar said he liked experiencing the
the two eventually got together to play off different emotions he felt from gallery to
each other’s work.
gallery.
“A lot of our pieces, especially with mine,
“I went through a self-exploration after
are based on nostalgia,” Salinas said.
looking at each artwork,” he said.
Salinas made two pieces related to
SJSU Galleries starts every Tuesday and
doughnuts. One is of a melting doughnut runs through Thursday from 6-8 p.m.
dripping over a coffee cup and the other is
Andrew Cypert is a Spartan Daily staff
a stack of doughnuts with sprinkles piled
writer.
high enough to make a tower.
Agcopra said food is something that everyone can relate to.
The pair wanted the audience to have fun
while being in the gallery. They gave out
free doughnuts so people could bond while
eating and looking at food.
It all looks so real, but everything is made
out of ceramic. Agcropa and Salinas are
both drawn to working with clay because
it is very malleable.
“It’s something that I can create with my
hands and kind of sense it and get a feel
for it,” Salinas said as he demonstrated his
technique.
To see their artwork online, anyone can
search for #togotheshow on Instagram.
Another gallery on the second floor belonging to spatial arts student Yukari Ota
uses ceramics as well. This week she has a
READ MORE ABOUT
“Black Gallery” where she is exhibiting “60
SAN JOSE STATE AT
Days Without You.”
SPARTANDAILY.COM
Ota uses raw clay for her pieces.
She said she likes using raw clay because
“once it hardens when you don’t fire it, you
could repurpose it and recycle it to make
it new clay.”
The idea of never having to finish and being able to restart comforts her. She relates
this idea of raw clay to depression, which is
her main focus of mood.

“

San Jose
Jos State has one
of the most unique
gallery programs where
we have a total of six
galleries.

”

MORE
NEWS
ONLINE
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Why we need to stop entertaining Banning music
festivals
won’t
solve
our nation’s political toddler now the drug problem
By Raphael Stroud
@randomlyralph

It started off as a joke when
an egomaniacal, billionaire
businessman announced that he
was running for president.
We all knew he would say stupid
stuff, knew he would do stupid
things, knew he would be the
shining pillar of ignorance that
exemplifies everything wrong with
the Republican Party today.
And you know what? He did not
disappoint! From disrespecting
Mexicans, Asians, women and
other Republicans, he managed to
turn what was already a political
clown car into a full-blown
media circus. Jon Stewart even
thanked him for providing enough
to material to pad out his last
episodes on “The Daily Show.”
And then that guy started to
lead in polls—a lot of them—
consistently.
If Bernie Sanders is the candidate
who is not supposed to be as
popular as he is, the Republican
egomaniac I’m talking about is
basically the same, but for all the
wrong reasons.
I have full faith that this man will
not become president. I’m almost
convinced this is a publicity stunt,
one going much further than
anyone imagined.
But the real disappointment
about this is that I’m not surprised
a buffoon like him is running for
president. There are idiots aplenty in
the Republican Party these days.
Even worse, so many people are
taking this buffoon seriously.
Read the comments of any news
article about him and you can just
as easily fi nd someone praising
him as the future of America while
someone else points out how much

of an idiot he is.
The guy drew in a crowd of 30,000
at a rally recently. In comparison,
Sanders manages around 20,000.
News organizations have no
idea what to do with him. Of any
politician running, he blatantly
rebuffs attempts at serious scrutiny,
throwing temper tantrums and
Twitter tirades when asked a simple,
single tough question. And his
followers just increase because of it.
Even Fox News took a step back
and said, “OK, we may have fed the
troll a bit too much.”
If the rampantly sexist remarks
against Megyn Kelly are any
indication, they can’t do anything
to damage him now.
I like to think that even if he
lands the nomination, putting him
up against someone who values
rationality and logic (i.e. Sanders
or Clinton) will show just how
incompetent and clueless he really
is and persuade the hardcore right
of America that he really should
not be in spitting distance of the
White House.
If the Republican Debate was any
indication, this man does not care
about logic! Th row logic in his face,
and he says, “I reject your factually
accurate reality and double down

Th

on my idiotically impossible stance
on some issue I have clearly have no
experience with.”
For Christ’s sake, a former Grand
Wizard of the Ku Klux Klan
thinks he’s the best Republican
running, and that comes from a
bunch of guys running around
in bed sheets pretending anyone
cares about them. That should be
a pretty clear indication that he’s
not the guy for us.
The worst part is we know he’s
not the guy for us, but we give
him so much media coverage
as if he’s an actual, experienced
politician and not some trumped
up businessman on an ego trip. We
are treating him like a legitimate
option for America instead of
focusing the spotlight on a guy
like Sanders, or literally any other
Republican running.
The media has a very important
role in craft ing the image of
politicians, of informing everyone
on just what they are all about.
Focusing the attention on our
professional, political petulant is
drawing in the ignorant masses
of America when the attention
should go to building up Sanders
as competition for Clinton because
let’s face it: they are the only two
in the race not likely to get us into
World War III by running their
mouths too much.
It is the 21st century. We should
know better by now.
Th is man exemplifies everything
wrong with America: casual racism,
arrogance and ignorance.
The very fact that he has blown
up as much as he has shows we still
have an extremely long way to go.
Raphael Stroud is the Spartan
Daily executive editor.

ursday
oughts

By Adolfo Oseguera
@aosogordo

The pulse of bass and
flash of lights across
dancing bodies are
staples of Summer music
festivals. Unfortunately,
so is drug use.
The use of drugs such as
MDMA has heightened
in music festivals and that
is the prime reason why
cities want to ban them.
But is banning music
festivals going to keep
people from using drugs?
It is no secret that this
is not the correct way to
get people to stop taking
drugs. Why are cities
taking it out on music
festival-goers, when
it is the cities fault for
not providing a safer
environment?
A music festival is simply
the place in which people
use drugs rather than the
source of the drug itself.
Removing the place is not
going to remove the drugs;
it is just going to relocate
the place where people
take them.
Th is month, Los
Angeles County Board of
Supervisors began a study
on putting a ban on any
kind of music festivals
occurring at any county
facilities due to two
suspected drug overdoses
at the Hard Summer
Music Festival.
According to the LA
Times, Los Angeles
Supervisor Hilda Solis

said, “As we move forward,
more measures need to
be considered to create
a safe environment for
all patrons and a zero
tolerance for illicit drugs.”
Is removing festivals
creating a safer
environment? I don’t
think so.
In 2010, Los Angeles
decided to put a temporary
ban to the Electric Daisy
Carnival from happening
at the Los Angeles
Memorial Coliseum
due to an overdose of
a young woman and to
this day it has not been
lifted. Because of this, the
Electric Daisy Carnival
got a new location in Las
Vegas, Nevada, where
overdoses still occurred.
Did the ban aid public
safety? No, it just relocated
the problem.
Banning music festivals
is not the right answer to
public safety and will not
end overdoses.

See FESTIVALS
on page 8
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If you are interested in going Greek this semester,
sororities and fraternities have tables set up on campus.
They are located between the Student Union and the Event Center.
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Students
Speak
What are you looking
forward to this semester?

“I’m most excited for growth this
semester just because I learned a lot
about myself last semester and I want
to apply those things now that I am
finally in my upper division courses. So
just growth and to be a better student
as well as a better person over all.”
MyShaundriss Watkins
child adolescent development major

“I guess what I am looking forward
to this year for school is finishing my
GE’s and also taking more design
classes. I’m really excited about that.
And since I was orientation leader,
I’m also excited to see all my students
grow and become part of this campus
and have fun.”
Ria Aguirre
industrial design major

“I’m really excited this year to learn
from my new job being an Aces
Coach for EOP and learning a lot
from being a research assistant for
my professor. I’m really looking forward to that this year.”
Jovana Mendoza
social science major

JOIN THE
DISCUSSION
TWEET US AT
@SPARTANDAILY

SEND A LETTER
TO THE EDITOR

“I am most excited for just getting the
year started and I think just finishing
my journey here at SJSU. It’s my last
year and I can’t wait to graduate but
Im really excited to make long lasting
memories.”
La Porche Tenner
African-American studies major

spartandaily@gmail.com
Letters to the Editor may be placed
in the letters to the editor box in the
Spartan Daily office in Dwight Bentel
Hall, Room 209, sent by fax to (408)
924-3282, emailed to spartandaily@
gmail.com or written to the Spartan
Daily Opinion Editor, 1 Washington
Square, San Jose, Ca, 95192-0149.
Letters to the Editor must contain the
author’s name, address, phone number, signature and major. Only letters of
300 words or less will be considered
for publication. Published opinions and
advertisements do not necessarily
reflect the views of the Spartan Daily,
the School of Journalism and Mass
Communication or SJSU. The Spartan
Daily is a public forum.

“This semester just trying to get all
my classes that I need. I haven’t been
able to get them for the past two
semesters.”
Maria Munoz
health science major
compiled by Adolfo Oseguera, Spartan
Daily staff writer
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FESTIVALS
from page 7
Cities are looking at the problem the
wrong way. They must not take away
peoples’ sanctuary and the places that
make them happy, but rather make it a
safer place for them.
Drugs will forever be intertwined with
music festivals whether it is liked or not.
If cities care about their people, they
should not push them away into other
cities so they can overdose.
The sad truth about drugs is that a
lot of people do not know what they
are taking when popping MDMA and
that is ultimately the reason why people
overdose. Cities should be looking at the
bigger picture and trying to inform their
people about what they take rather than
just taking away the festivals entirely.
A documentary “What’s in My Baggie?”
was produced by five youths who went
around to different music festivals to
expose how ignorant people are about their
drugs. They used a drug tester created by
Bunk Police, a company that produces athome drug testing kits, that allow people
to know what exactly is in their pills by
mixing droplets of chemicals.
In this documentary, it is seen that half
the substances they tested for people
were not what they expected, most
substances being bath salt rather than
MDMA. It is was scary to see how many
people were wrong about their substance
use yet it gave a sense of relief to know
that they were informed and ultimately
prevented some of the festival-goers
from taking the substances.
Instead of banning music festivals,
cities should begin to allow these kind
of drug testing kits into their festivals
or have them there for people to use. In

July 2015, Canada tried to have the first
music festival that allowed drug testing.
The Evolve Music Festival in Antigonish,
Canada tried but failed because of liability
insurance. Even though the drug testing
did not go through, the Evolve Music
Festival hoped the idea was implanted in
the minds of festival-goers.
“In the big picture, it’s just about
keeping people safe,” Evolve Producer
Jonas Colter said. “It’s not about
condoning drug use, it’s about offering
information and letting people make
hopefully wise decisions.”
Another city that has been more
successful about drug testing is Vienna,
Austria, where drug testing in dance
clubs is enforced. The police stay away to
encourage people to get their substances
tested, and the program is actually
funded by the City’s Health Department
as well. This is the better choice.
This is how cities in California should
begin to think. Help inform people rather
than let them overdose in other places.
Help prevent future overdoses rather than
allowing them do so elsewhere.
Evolve Music Festival had the right
mindset and informed people about the
testing set. Austria is actually moving
forward and educating their people about
substances with these drug testers.
Banning music festivals is not helping
public safety but rather doing nothing
to help the prevention of overdosing.
Start informing rather than pushing
away the problem.
Adolfo Oseguera is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.
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Jose Munguia | Spartan Daily
Assistant coach Gabor Sarusi (left) and head coach Bruce Watson (right) greet each other during
practice on Tuesday.

Men’s water polo reinstated after 34 years
By Darby Brown-Kuhn with contributions from Jose
Munguia
@darbk5352

After 34 years, the San Jose State men’s water polo team
has been reinstated and will return to compete in the Division I Mountain Pacific Sports Federation.
The team is in their second full week of practice and
while they are predicted to finish last in the division, the
players are optimistic.
“First and foremost, I think we have a lot of talent, a lot
of potential ... We definitely have a good team, chemistry
is coming—it’s like not all there right now because we’ve
been practicing for such a short time,” said two-meter defender Scott Reynolds.
Head coach Bruce Watson and assistant coach Gabor
Sarusi plan to use their experience to mold the Spartans
into a team that can compete in the nation’s toughest water polo division.
The MPSF includes five teams — UCLA, USC, UC Berkeley, Stanford and CSU Long Beach — that had twenty or
more wins last season.
UCLA won the NCAA championship last season and
is the preseason favorite according to the MPSF coache’s

poll followed by USC who finished third in the nation.
Sarusi, born in Hungary, was a California Community
College All-American at West Valley College before finishing his career at USC in 2007.
Sarusi said that some of the European players will have
to adapt to the U.S. style of play, which is less physical than
the style in Europe.
“They allow more things (to) happen in the two meter,
which is the three persons right in front of the cage,”
Sarusi said. “They allow more aggressive play (to) go on
there, but here they don’t like that. They don’t want to see
anybody getting hurt, there’s more ejections called in the
two meter here.”
Coach Watson is hopeful for the team this year, but acknowledges they had a late start due to the team only entering week two of practice.
“We’re behind,” Watson said. “Everyone got to play all
summer and spring. We just started a week ago so that’s a
huge handicap, but we have some guys that in a month or
so will be better.”
When asked about playing top-division teams, coach
Watson said they plan to scrap and give it their all.
“We want to hang with them as long as possible. That’s
the goal,” Watson said. “ (We will) hang with them for a
quarter; next time we play hang with them for a quar

ter and a half and then half a game and so on until we’re
hanging the whole game whether that happens next year,
(the) year after, who knows.” As for the players, sophomore goalkeeper Matej Matijevic said the transition will
take time.
“We’re starting something from the bottom, building
friendships, connections, we (are) still getting to know
each other, but it’s improving,” Matijevic said.
The team’s fi rst game is Sept. 5 at noon against rival
Santa Clara University at the SJSU Aquatic Center.
Darby Brown-Kuhn is the Spartan Daily sports editor.
Jose Munguia is a Spartan Daily staff writer.
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Ronda Rousey may
possibly be too good
By Darby Brown-Kuhn

@darbk5352
It’s hard to not know
who mixed martial-arts
superstar Ronda Rousey
is these days.
With her 12–0 fighting
record and outspoken
personality, she is
currently the most
prominent figure in
MMA, and for good
reason.
In her last three-title
defenses combined
she fought for just 64
seconds, including an
MMA record 14-second
submission of Cat
Zingano back in late
February.
She followed that
fight by demolishing
Brazilian bantamweight
Bethe Correia, who
accumulated a 9–0
record prior to her bout
with Rousey, in all of 34
seconds.
What made the Correia
matchup interesting
was the fact that Rousey
opted to slug it out with
her opponent, who is
a striker/brawler-type
fighter, and she still won
handily.
Rousey’s reign of
dominance has been
so incredible that some
people in the sports
world say it could hurt
both her and MMA.
“To be proved a oncein-a-lifetime talent,
Rousey will need a
female opponent to keep
her skill set honest,” said
ESPN’s T.R. Foley. “Right
now, there is no fighter
available to test Rousey’s
grit so for the foreseeable
future, Rousey will have
no equal. She’s a great
white shark circling
Nantucket beachgoers.”

The only female athlete
who draws similar
comparisons is Serena
Williams, the most
dominant player in
women’s tennis today.
So far this season,
Williams added two
more grand-slam titles to
her resume, giving her 21
slam titles for her career.
Only Steffi Graf has
more with 22.
She has now won the
last four grand-slam
tournaments and is the
obvious front-runner for
the U.S. Open, which
begins Aug. 31.
Both women use
different methods
to dismantle their
competition.
Rousey implements
a superior fighting
technique featuring judo
and striking that she has
honed since childhood.
Williams uses brute
strength to smoke
backhand and forehand
winners with an
intensity no other female
player can match.
Both women are the
goliaths of their sport,
but as scary as it might
sound, Rousey may be
even more dominant
than Williams.
Williams has been
beaten before, and so
far, the longest fight of
Rousey’s career has yet to
reach the second round,
being 4:47 against Liz
Carmouche in her thirdtitle fight.
Making matters more
frustrating for people
with the same opinion
as Foley, Rousey is
scheduled to fight Holly
Holm, who is the eighth
best bantamweight in the
world, according to ufc.
com.

If anything, Rousey
should fight Miesha Tate
or Zingano since they are
ranked first and second
below her, respectively.
But Rousey fought
Tate twice already and
her only fight against
Zingano resulted in the
shortest fight in MMA
history.
There also is
featherweight Cristiane
“Cyborg” Justino, who
has been vocal about
her desire to fight
Rousey and has offered a
solution so both fighters
would be equal in terms
of weight class.
“The right way is
to have her fight at
145, because all the
champions do this
when you clear out a
division,” Justino said
in an interview with
mmajunkie.com. “But
I can drop to make 140
happen.”
The only knock against
Justino, however, is that
she has never fought
in the UFC and tested
positive for steroid use
in 2011.
If this fight were to take
place and Rousey wins,
there will be no one left
to challenge her.
The ideal situation for
her and the UFC would
be to find someone who
would serve the same
role as Joe Frazier to
Muhammad Ali.
But throughout her
career, Rousey has
proven to be so advanced
compared to her peers
that the possibility of
such a situation occuring
may only exist in the
realm of fiction.
Darby Brown-Kuhn is the
Spartan Daily sports editor.
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Spartans fall 1–0 to Gators

Darby Brown-Kuhn | Spartan Daily
Freshman midfielder Luis Suarez corrals the ball during the Spartans’
final exhibition game against the San Francisco State Gators on Sunday.
By Dakotah Zabroski

@dakotahzabroski
One free kick made all the difference in
an aggressive back-and-forth game between
the San Jose State Spartans and the San
Francisco State Gators on Sunday.
The Spartans outshot the Gators 14-4, but
despite the initial burst of firepower, SJSU
failed to capitalize on its opportunities and
lost 1-0.
As soon as the whistle blew, the team
was full throttle and kept possession in the
Gators’ half of the field, creating multiple
scoring chances.
“I think we came out with a different
mentality to take the game to them,” said
Spartan goalkeeper Emmanuel Espinoza.
The initial excitement died down 15 minutes into the game and SFSU caught up to
the pace of the Spartans game and went on
their own attacking spree.
“After the 15 (minutes), the back line started to drop off and there was a bit of space
in the middle which they took advantage
of, and we couldn’t really sort it out till the
half,” said Spartan striker Rory Knibbs.
SFSU dominated the game for a short time
with all four of their shots coming in the
first half, but that is all the team needed as
Gator forward Sam Merritt scored on a 25yard free kick at 24 minutes.
“Right when he hit it, one of their play-

ers ran in my line of sight and I didn’t see
it till a yard of front of me,” Espinoza said.
“Maybe I could have placed the wall a little
bit better, a little more proactive in my
movement, but it was a good hit.”
SJSU’s persistence showed as Knibbs
collided with SFSU keeper Daniel Boyer,
causing the game to stop and Boyer to leave
the game.
“It was a quick free kick that Jonathan
(Colunga) had seen and wanted to go
through as a head to try and score and the
keeper punched it away and it was a bit of a
50-50,” Knibbs said.
The team showed a bit of fatigue after
coming off of two practices a day as well as
participating in other team-bonding activities.
The Spartans played a total of 24 different players through the remainder of the
game, gaining experience as the clock hit 90
minutes, signaling a loss for them.
“We (are) still looking at a lot of our players,” Carew said.
The Spartans have a new wave of young
talent as the team brought on 15 new players
that are expected to contribute.
The Spartans look to bounce back in their
first regular-season game Friday, Aug. 28, at
Loyola Marymount.
Dakotah Zabroski is a
Spartan Daily staff writer.
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Hello
SJSU Students
Are you having trouble finding the
lower-division courses you need at SJSU?
Then consider transferable classes at

West Valley College.
We have online and face-to-face
transfer classes in general education to
help you complete your degree goals.

Fall semester starts August 31.
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